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Bela Tsipuria
(Georgia)

Konstantin Bregadze’s “Modernity and Modernism”
Summary of the review
Key words: Konstantin Bregadze, Georgian Modernism, Modernity.

Konstantin Bregadze in his new book Modernity and Modernism (Tbilisi: Shota
Rustaveli Institute of Georgian Literature, 2018) continues pursuing his research goals of
studying European and Georgian Modernism. In his study, he applies to German philo-
sophical and poetical tradition in order to interpret not only some classical texts by Ger-
man authors but also those by Georgian Modernists. While re-assessing the legacy of
Georgian Modernism, he sees it as an inalienable, though unique part of European Mod-
ernism. This scholarly position is proved in the book through a very thorough analysis and
innovative interpretation of some important literary texts, and of some major aesthetical
principles and cultural priorities tracked by Georgian Modernists.

The book is, definitely, an important contribution to contemporary Georgian liter-
ary studies, and it’s agenda of reconnecting with the legacy of European and Georgian
Modernism, which have been neglected and banned in Georgia in the recent Soviet past.
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